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1997  Before Hong Kong's return to China, the

China Patent Agent (H.K.) Ltd. held, with

entrustment, discussions between the Chinese IP

Expert Group and Hong Kong lawyers to ensure

smooth transition of the IP legal system in Hong

Kong and its harmonisation with that of the

Mainland after Hong Kong's return to China. On

several occasions, the China Patent Agent (H.K.)

Ltd. was consulted by the Office of the

Intellectual Property Office Meeting, the Chinese

Patent Office, the Trademark Office and other

competent departments under the State Council,

providing assistance in addressing the legal issues

relating to the application of the relevant

international treaties in Hong Kong and the

protection of the intellectual property rights.

30 June 1997  Dr Arpad Bogsch, Secretary

General of WIPO, and Dr Kamil Idris, Deputy

Secretary General of WIPO, went to Hong Kong

on a special trip to attend the grand ceremony

celebrating the return of Hong Kong to China.

On the evening of 1 July, the Secretary General

and his party attended the banquet held, in his

honour, by the China Patent Agent (H. K.) Ltd..

1 July 1997  On the day Hong Kong returned

to China, Dr Arpad Bogsch, Secretary General of

WIPO, and Dr Kamil Idris, Deputy Secretary

General of WIPO, sent their message of

congratulation to the China Patent Agent (H. K.)

Ltd., wishing that CPA would make ever greater

achievements in its IP-related operation after

Hong Kong's return to China.

July 1997  After Hong Kong returned to China,

the Patent Ordinance and Design Ordinance

formulated by the Hong Kong SAR in line with

the principle of "one country with two systems"

went into effect. Since then, the China Patent

Agent (H. K.) Ltd. launched its business to

prosecute applications for registration of

standard patents, short-term patents and

designs.

10-12 July 1997  At the invitation of the

Hong Kong Trade Development Council, the CPA

representative delivered a speech on the IP legal

system in China at the exhibition on the market

promotion day organised by the council.

October 1997  The CPA delegation attended

the 100th Annual Meeting of AIPLA held in the

United States of America.

1 July-31 December 1997  The

applications for design filed through the China

Patent Agent (H. K.) Ltd. accounted for 25% of

all the applications filed in Hong Kong of the

correspondign period.
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The CPA board directors (1997).
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The Senior WIPO officers and Hong Kong Intellectual

Property Department officials were together with the

CPA senior executive officers to celebrate Hong Kong's

return to the Mainland (July 1997).
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WIPO experts lecturing on the PCT system at the CPA

Headquarters in Hong Kong (October 1997).

60 61

�� !" Landmark Events

DLLJ


