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The Chinese delegation, led by Ren Jianxin (2nd from

left), for the first time attended the meetings of the
Governing Bodies of WIPO (November 1973)
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November 1973 Ren Jianxin, Director of the Department of Legal Affairs of the China Council for the
Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT) (later taking the position of President of the Chinese Supreme
People's Court and Vice-Chairman of the Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference), led the
Chinese Government Delegation to have attended the Meetings of the Governing Bodies of the World
Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) held in Geneva. This was the first time ever for China to have an
official contact with WIPO and marked the beginning of the initial exploration of the possibility to establish

a modern intellectual property system in China.

January 1980 The State Council decided to put in place the patent system in China and, meanwhile,
authorised CCPIT to be in charge of the preparatory work to set up foreign-related patent agency. To this
end, CCPIT dispatched Liu Gushu, between 1980 to 1982, to Japan, Europe, the United States of America

and former USSR on a visiting tour to inspect the patent agencies there.

20 August 1982 Chinese Group of the International Association for the Protection of Industrial Right
(AIPPI) was established in Beijing. Ren Jianxin, Director of the Department of Legal Affairs of CCPIT was
appointed the President and Liu Gushu, Deputy Director of the Department of Legal Affairs Secretary

General.

June 1983 CCPIT's plan to establish a joint-venture patent agency was approved by the State Council.

October 1983 The Department of Legal Affairs of CCPIT and the Hong Kong Star Paging (Holding) Ltd.
concluded a formal agreement on jointly establishing the China Patent Agent (H.K.) Ltd. (CPA).
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Arpad Bogsch State Councilor Bo Yibo met with Dr
Arpad Bogsch, Secretary General of WIPO ( Liu Gushu
in the middle, November 1982).
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